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Dementia has a physical, 
psychological, social, and 
economic impact, not only 
on people with dementia, 
but also on their carers, 
families and society at large.

(WHO, 2017)



Worldwide Statistics
Worldwide, around 50 million people (about 
twice the population of Texas) have dementia, 
and there are nearly 10 million new cases every 
year.

Dementia is one of the major causes of 
disability and dependency among older 
people worldwide.

Every three seconds someone in the world 
develops dementia.



1 in 10 people over 65

2nd leading cause of death of Australians

Estimated 459,000Australians

Without a medical breakthrough, estimates

likely to increase to:

590,000by 2028

1,076,000by 2058  

3 in 10 people over the age of 85  

(Dementia Australia, 2020)

Dementia in Australia



Terms to know
Delirium is acute confusion, usually reversible unless the 
person is near end of life - this is known as terminal 
delirium. Delirium alters level of consciousness.

Dementiais irreversible, progressive impairment in 
cognitive and physical function. Dementia does not alter 
consciousness.

Mild cognitive impairmentis a transitional stage 
between normal aging and dementia in which the person 
has short-term memory impairment and challenges with 
cognitive function.

Sundowner Syndromeis nocturnal confusion.



What is Palliative Care?

Å

Å An approach that improves the quality of life 

of patients &  families facing problems 

associated with life-threatening illness.

Å Prevention and relief of suffering by means 

of early identification and impeccable 

assessment and treatment of pain & 

physical, psycho-social, and spiritual 

dimensions.



The Beginning

Our service aims to partner with you to 
provide the best care.

Based in the Perth Metropolitan area.

Support Nationally and International. (Pre-
COVID-19)

Service provision business hours weekdays.

Nursing telephone support out-of-hours.



Referrals
Å The Referral Form
Å Referral via the website or phone

Referral Criteria
Å Client/substitute decision maker agree to referral to Care Partnerships 

Australia www.carepartnershipsaustralia.com.au

Å A diagnosis or symptoms of frailty

Å Living at home or in care

http://www.carepartnershipsaustralia.com.au/


Understanding where we are...

Moderately severe dementia



Stages of
Dementia



Information and Contact

Å Please provide addition information:

× Recent medical letters
× Scans
× Blood results
× Hospital discharge summary

Å Complete referral form in as much detail as possible.

Å First telephone contact next business day.

Å Telephone support/advice available.



What the Service Provides

The client

Å Community palliative dementia support provided by a nurse 
and Allied Health

Å The service holistically addresses symptom management 
issues utilising a relationship-centred approach.

Å Recognising increased care requirements, utilising optimal 
package use

Å Advance Care Planning

Å Aim to reduce hospital admission/length of stay.

Å Identification of deteriorating condition



The Family 
and Carer

Å Identify carer strain and provide support.

Å Promote and support confidence and 
capability.

Å Optimise understanding through 
education and advance care planning.

Å Communication is the lynch pin.

Å Identify deteriorating condition, support 
and referral to medical specialist.

Å Bereavement follow-up based on 
assessed risk of the bereaved and length 
of engagement with the service.

Å Provide dementia and advance care 
planning resources.



Signs of 
Dementia


